
 

cuss water resources topics.   It 
is a 501c(3) exempt organiza-
tion.   

The next  meeting of the South-
east Texas Chapter of the 
TAWWA will be held on Thurs-
day, August 28, 2008, at the 
HESS Club, 5430  Westheimer 
Road, Houston TX 77056.   
 
The meeting will begin at 5:30 
pm, with dinner at 6:00 pm and 
the featured presentation at 6:30 
pm. 
 
The cost for the dinner is $40 per 
person, if confirmed by August 
22, 2008 for AWWA member, 
$45 per person for AWWA mem-

bers after August 22, 2008.   
The cost for non-AWWA mem-
bers is $45 per person.  
 
Please RSVP by sending an e-
mail with your first and last 
name, organization (for name 
tag), to Marilyn Christian at 
mchristian@hcphes.org.  
Alternately, you may call in your 
RSVP to Marilyn Christian at 
713-439-6260.    No-shows will 
be invoiced for their lunch.  
This chapter is a forum where 
members of the Southeast Texas 
Chapter of AWWA meet to dis-
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Building Public Trust in a Skeptical Public World �

Mr. Jeff Taylor, Deputy Director of 
the Public Utilities Division, De-
partment of Public Works and Engi-
neering for the City of Houston will 
speak at the August meeting of the 
Southeast Chapter of Texas 
AWWA.  Mr. Taylor will discuss 
how to keep good communications 
with water customers and build pub-
lic confidence in services. 
 

The Public Utilities Division 
operates and maintains the 
City of Houston’s regional 
water and wastewater utility 
systems.  The City of Hous-
ton’s Utility is one of the top 
ten largest public water and 
wastewater utilities within the 
United States.  As Deputy Di-
rector, Mr. Taylor manages a 
staff of 1400 with an annual 
capital and operations budget 
of approximately $500 mil-
lion. 
 
Mr. Taylor holds a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in Environmental 
Science and Engineering from 

Rice University.  He has 26 years 
of civil engineering experience in 
the planning, design, permitting 
and construction of water, waste-
water, drainage and transportation 
projects.  Mr. Taylor has worked 
in both the public and private sec-
tors, specializing in the field of 
water resources.  He serves on a 
number of state and national wa-
ter committees including EPA’s 
National Drinking Water Advi-
sory Council and the Texas Water 
Development Board sponsored 
Water Conservation Implementa-
tion Task Force.  Most recently, 
Mr. Taylor was appointed to serve 

(Continued on page 2) 
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on the Environmental Flows Advisory Committee created by Governor Rick Perry.  The committee examines issues related to protec-
tion of instream flows and freshwater inflows for the state’s rivers, lakes, bays and estuaries.  He is also a member of the Board of 
Director’s on the Association of Metropolitan Water Agencies (AMWA) and the Texas Water Conservation Association. 
 
Watch our newsletter for additional information on upcoming programs.  If you have any suggestions for topics and/or speakers, 
please contact Yue Sun at sunyy@cdm.com.  
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April 2007 October 2007 

DATE TIME ACTIVITY LOCATION CONTACT 

August 14 7:00 PM— 
9:00 PM 

WFP Fundraiser Salud Winery 
3939 Montrose Blvd 

Chris Varnon, Vice President 
713-423-7300 
varnonck@cdm.com 

August 28 5:30 PM—   
8:00 PM 

Mr. Jeff Taylor talks at SE 
TAWWA Member Meet-
ing 

HESS Club 
5430 Westheimer Road 
Houston, TX 77056 

Yue Sun, Program Chair 
713-423-7300 
sunyy@cdm.com 

September 17 6:00 PM—
8:00 PM 

YP Happy Hour Onion Creek  
3106 White Oak Blvd., between 
Heights Blvd. and Studewood St.  

Sheldon Buck, YP Chair 
713-960-7439 
sbuck@pirnie.com 
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Texas Water 2008 was a grand success, and thank you for participating and making it a special event.  Texas 

Water 2009 will be in Galveston, and this is a great opportunity to get involved, volunteer and help in making 
it THE event of the year – again!  Please contact the Co-Chair of Texas Water 2009, Mr. David Scholler, at 
(281) 558-8700 if you would like to help in any way. 
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Don’t forget 
We are on the Web! 

Southeast Texas Chapter Website: 
http://tech.groups.yahoo.com/group/

SE_CHAPTER_TAWWA/ 
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We will not have the regularly scheduled YP happy hour 
in August. Hopefully, this will give everyone a chance 
to attend the Water For People fundraiser at the Salud 
Winery (3939 Montrose Blvd, between Richmond and 
Alabama) on August 14th from 7-9PM. Advance tickets 
are available online at www.waterforpeopletx.org or 
from Chris Varnon (varnonck@cdm.com). 
 
September’s happy hour location is Onion Creek. It is 
located at 3106 White Oak Blvd., between Heights 
Blvd. and Studewood St. Join us from 6- 8PM on 
Wednesday, September 17th. 
 
If you have an idea about other YP events, please con-
tact me at 713-960-7439 or sbuck@pirnie.com. 
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Water For People Fundraiser 
The Southeast Section of TAWWA is again supporting 
a fundraiser for Water For People, this time at the Sa-
lud Winery (3939 Montrose Blvd, between Richmond 
and Alabama) on August 14th from 7-9PM.  It will be 
an enjoyable evening of wine and hors d'oeuvres, and 
an opportunity to learn more about Water For People 
and their work to bring clean water and sanitation ser-
vices to communities in developing countries.  Ad-
vance t ickets are available online at 
www.waterforpeopletx.org or from Chris Varnon 
(varnonck@cdm.com) for $35, or you can pay at the 
door for $40.  Bottles of wine, specially labelled with a 
Water For People logo, with be available at the event or 
anytime at Salud Winery while supplies last, for $25 
with $10 going to support Water For People.  If you 
have any questions about the event, tickets, sponsor-
ship, or Water For People in general, feel free to con-
tact Chris at varnonck@cdm.com.  Thanks, and we 
look forward to seeing you on August 14th! 
 

 

 Water for People T-Shirts Available  

We have printed Water for People T-shirts, 
which we will make available at all our Water 
for People fundraising events and some of the 
TAWWA regular events (when I remember to 
bring the box with me).  They are white, 
with the Water for People logo on the front and 
the Water for People mission statement on the 
back.  They're high quality, comfortable shirts, 
and tell the world that you support bringing 
clean water and sanitation services to communi-
ties in need, throughout the world.   
Best of all, they're FREE (with a minimum do-
nation to Water for People of $20).  Contact me 
at varnonck@cdm.com if you're interested in 
getting one.  We have all sizes. 
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• As of July 25, 2008, the Chapter’s account bal-
ance is $13,230.36 



 

713-423-7300. For additional information, please contact Camille Sowells, P.E., at sowellscw@cdm.com or April 2007 
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