
 

This chapter is a forum where 
members of the Southeast Texas 
Chapter of AWWA meet to dis-
cuss water resources topics.   It 
is a 501c(3) exempt organiza-
tion.   

The next  meeting of the South-
east Texas Chapter of the 
TAWWA will be held on Thurs-
day, June 26, 2008, at the HESS 
Club, 5430  Westheimer Road, 
Houston TX 77056.   
 
The meeting will begin at 11:00 
am, with lunch at 11:30 am and 
the featured presentation at 11:50 
am. 
 
The cost for the luncheon is $20 
per person, if confirmed by June 
19, 2008 for AWWA member, 
$25 per person for AWWA mem-

bers after June 21, 2008.   
The cost for non-AWWA mem-
bers is $25 per person. The cost 
for government employee is $10 
per person. 

 
Please RSVP by sending an e-
mail with your first and last 
name, organization (for name 
tag), to Marilyn Christian at 
mchristian@hcphes.org.  
 
Alternately, you may call in your 
RSVP to Marilyn Christian at 
713-439-6260.    No-shows will 
be invoiced for their lunch.  
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The featured speaker of the June 
program is Mr. Pete Bailey, Senior 
Vice President from CDM Con-
structors, Inc.  Pete will speak on 
alternative project delivery and how 
to choose the right one for your pro-
ject.    
 
Mr. Bailey is the Regional Manager 
for CDM Constructors, Inc. in the 
Central United States.  He is respon-
sible for project cost estimating, 
contract execution, procurement, 
project controls and personnel man-
agement for all construction related 
activity.  Mr. Bailey has over 23 
years of construction management 
experience in a wide variety of ar-

eas, which include environ-
mental remediation, water 
treatment, wastewater treat-
ment, site development, facil-
ity decontamination, and asset 
management related work.   
 
Mr. Bailey has managed com-
plex design/build projects for 
both public and private sector 
clients throughout the US.  His 
expertise focuses on delivery 
of program driven solutions 
which involve complex multi-
faceted projects, and he is very 
experienced in alternative pro-
ject delivery.  His wide variety 
of experience with various 

types of work, and methods of 
delivery makes him uniquely 
suited to assist with numerous 
project-related activities 
 
 
TAWWA also appreciates CDM 
and Treatment Equipment Com-
pany for their generous sponsor-
ship of the upcoming lunch event.  
 
 
Watch our newsletter for addi-
tional information on upcoming 
programs.  If you have any sug-
gestions for topics and/or speak-
ers, please contact Yue Sun at 
sunyy@cdm.com.  
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Don’t forget 
We are on the Web ! 

Southeast Texas Chapter Website: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/

SE_CHAPTER_TAWWA/   
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On May 16th, I attended the Orientation and Strategic Planning Session for the first time, and oh! the informa-
tion………………. 
First, here are a few facts about AWWA. 
 1881 - AWWA established in St. Louis 
 1920 - Standardization Council was created (Led by George Warren Fuller – Does the Fuller Award 
  ring a bell? ) 
 1937 - AWWA hires the first Executive Director 
 1967 - AWWA is comprised of 33 Sections (2008 there are 43 Sections) 
 1974 - Establish headquarters in Denver Colorado. 
 2008 - AWWA has 60,000 members (1,500 international) 
The Texas Section was accepted by the AWWA Board in 1971.  Before becoming an AWWA Section, our 
predecessors include the Southwestern Water Works Association and Southwest Water Association.  Before 
Texas was its own Section, we were included in the Southwest Section of AWWA.   
And here are a few facts about TAWWA. 

·  2008 - 3,500 members 
·  Hosts Largest Regional Trade Show 
·  Largest Single State Section 
·  Executive Director is Mike Howe 

 
Volunteers make this organization a success.  Full time work loads and family obligations can often result in 
less time to give so we look for the best place to spend our volunteer hours.  Personal satisfaction, a sense of 
responsibility to give back and professional networking, are just a few of the reasons we volunteer.  The 
Southeast Chapter’s biggest volunteer opportunity is just around the corner.  I urge all of you to contact Dave 
Scholler and volunteer for Texas Water 2009.  What a great way to show your support for the Texas Section, 
and the organization as a whole, than to be well represented in Galveston.  This is also a chance for you to 
challenge your colleagues in other areas of the state to volunteer with you.  Email Dave at                              
dscholler@browngay.com or send your contact information to any one of the leadership team and we will be 
sure to pass it on to Dave. 
 
Hope to see you on June 26th for an informative presentation from Pete Bailey from CDM Constructors, Inc. 
 
Jennifer 
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DATE TIME ACTIVITY LOCATION CONTACT 

June 18 Happy 
Hour 

YP Happy Hour at         
Kenneally’s Irish Pub  

2111 South Shepherd Drive Sheldon Buck, YP Chair 
713-960-7439 
sbuck@pirnie.com  

June 26 11:00 AM 
-12:00 PM 

Mr. Pete Bailey talks at SE 
TAWWA Member Meet-
ing 

HESS Club 
5430 Westheimer Road 
Houston, TX 77056 

Yue Sun, Program Chair 
713-423-7300 
sunyy@cdm.com 
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Texas Water 2008 was a grand success, and thank you for participating and making it a special event.  Texas 
Water 2009 will be in Galveston, and this is a great opportunity to get involved, volunteer and help in making 
it THE event of the year – again!  Please contact the Co-Chair of Texas Water 2009, Dave Scholler, at       
281 558-8700 or dscholler@browngay.com if you would like to help.  An organizational meeting will be 
scheduled in June and all volunteers are welcome.  

Professional Development Hour certificates can be requested for attending our ‘21st Century Challenges in 
Potable Water Industry in SE Texas’ conducted in February.  Please contact Archana Venkataramanan, at       
713-423 7300 or VenkataramananA@cdm.com  with your name and contact information so we can send you 
the PDH certificates.  
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CALLING ALL STUDENTS!  The TAWWA Scholar-
ship Application has been posted on the TAWWA Web-
site. 
 
http://www.tawwa.org/Scholarship.htm 
 
The scholarship program is open to children of Texas 
Section member or members who have returned to full-
time education.  The program is open to graduating high 
school seniors and students already enrolled in college.  
All applicants must be full-time students. 
 
The application is designed to be filled in as an online 
PDF document and printed. Or, you can print the form 
and fill it out. The completed application must be submit-
ted by mail or overnight delivery, postmarked no later 
than July 7, 2008. 
 
Good luck to all applicants! 
 
For additional information, please contact Camille 
Sowells, P.E., at sowellscw@cdm.com or 713-423-7300. 
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The June 18, 2008, YP Happy Hour location is Ken-
neally’s Irish Pub. Kenneally’s is located at 2111 S. 
Shepherd Dr. Please come out and join us. The YP 
Happy Hours are a great opportunity to meet and net-
work with other young professionals from AWWA 
and WEAT. 
 
If you have an idea about other YP events, please 
contact me at 713-960-7439 or sbuck@pirnie.com. 
 
Sheldon Buck 
YP Committee Chair. 
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Upcoming Water for People Events 
 The Houston Chapter of the Texas Section of Water for People is currently planning a summer fund-
raising event.  Details will be forthcoming, so keep checking back to this section of the newsletter and 
be sure to pay attention to the announcements at our bimonthly meetings.  We'll be looking at a late 
July/August timeframe.  In the fall, we will again host our annual St. Arnold "Beer for Us, Water for 
People" event.  The date is yet to be firmed up for that event, but it will be in late October or early No-
vember.  Details to follow.  Lastly, Texas Water 2009 will be hosted in Galveston, which means that 
the annual Water For People Silent Auction will lean heavily on the Southeast Chapter for dona-
tions.  If you have any ideas for items to be donated, don't hesitate to contact me at                              
varnonck@cdm.com. 
 
Water for People T-Shirts Available 
We have printed Water for People T-shirts, which we will make available at all our Water for People 
fundraising events and some of the TAWWA regular events (when I remember to bring the box with 
me). They are white, with the Water for People logo on the front and the Water for People mission 
statement on the back. They're high quality, comfortable shirts, and tell the world that you support 
bringing clean water and sanitation services to communities in need, throughout the world. Best of all, 
they're FREE (with a minimum donation to Water for People of $20). Contact me at                              
varnonck@cdm.com if you're interested in getting one. We have all sizes. 
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· As of May 28, 2008, the Chapter’s account bal-
ance is $12,058.57 
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Corporate sponsorship is a great way to get your 
company in front of our over 400-strong SE Chapter 
membership. Sponsorships are available for each of 
our SE Chapter meetings, as well as in our bi-monthly 
newsletters.  
 
What are the sponsorship funds used for?  Your con-
tributions allow the SE Chapter to award college 
scholarships through TAWWA and cash prizes for sci-
ence fair award recipients.   
 
What are the sponsorship options? 
 
$200/Luncheon/Dinner Meeting:  Corporate sponsors 
will be announced during the meeting and attending 
firm members will be publicly acknowledged.  The 
Chapter will also acknowledge the meeting sponsors 
on a bulletin board at the registration table, and they 
may distribute brochures about their company.  In ad-
dition, they will be able to place a quarter-page color 
ad about their company in our newsletter prior to the 
meeting they sponsor.  Up to four sponsors per meet-
ing. 
 
$100/Year Color Business Card:  Your company's 
business card can appear in each of our bi-monthly 
newsletters for one calendar year (January through 
December) under the section entitled "Professional 
Services Directory."  Prorated amounts for starting 
between these times can be arranged.   
 
$100/Newsletter Professional Job Position:  
A company/agency can place professional job posi-
tion openings in the newsletter and on our website.  
The position will be published once in our bi-monthly 
newsletter and simultaneously on our website for that 
same two-month period.  
 
If you are interested in being a Chapter sponsor, 
please contact Andrew Molly, Corporate Sponsorship 
Chair, at 713-837-0388, or at  
andrew.molly@cityofhouston.net.   
Checks should be made payable to “SE Chapter of 
TAWWA”.  
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Jennifer L. Elms, P.E. — President  
Edminster Hinshaw Russ & Associates 
713-784-4500 
 
Chris Varnon, P.E. — Vice President 
Camp, Dresser & McKee, Inc. 
713-423-7300 
 
Gary Rabalais, P.E.— Trustee 
Malcolm Pirnie, Inc.  
713-960-7428 
 
Jessie Li, Ph.D., P.E. — Deputy Trustee  
City of Sugarland 
281-275-2844 
 
Sunil Kommineni, Ph. D., P.E. —  Secretary  
Malcolm Pirnie, Inc. 
713-960-7406 
 
Greg Lentz, P.E. — Treasurer 
R G Miller Engineers, Inc. 
713-461-9600 
 
Dave Scholler, P.E. — Texas Water 2009 Co-Chair 
Brown and Gay Engineers, Inc. 
281-558-8700 

 
COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

Corporate Sponsorship — Andrew Molly, P.E . 
City of Houston. 
713-837-0388 
 
Correspondence (Newsletter) — Sushrut Joshi, P.E. 
Malcolm Pirnie Inc., 
713-960-7407 
 
Correspondence (Website) — Steve Smith 
Water and Waste Management Associates 
713-690-8806 
 
Membership — David Dow, P. E. 
TCB, Inc. 
david.dow@tcb.aecom.com 
713-267-3279 
 
Programs — Yue Sun, P.E. 
Camp, Dresser & McKee Inc. 
713-423-7300 
 
Scholarship — Camille Sowells, P.E. 
Camp, Dresser & McKee Inc. 
713-423-7300 
 
Young Professionals — Sheldon Buck, P.E. 
Malcolm Pirnie, Inc. 
713-960-7439 
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ideas on important issues and topics.  The grass-
roots nature of Chapters gives the Texas Section 
AWWA the strength of nearly 3200 members state-
wide. 

Southeast Texas Chapter Website:  

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SE_CHAPTER_TAWWA/   

 

 

 

 
Safe drinking water, basic health, hygiene education 
and sanitation facilities are nonexistent for impover-
ished people in the developing countries throughout 
the world. WHO/UNICEF estimates that the combi-
nation of these conditions results in 6,000 deaths 
everyday, mostly children. 

In response, a dedicated handful of North American 

water professionals from the American Water 
Works Association established Water For People in 
1991 and Water For People-Canada in 1995. They 
saw this as a natural extension of what their 57,000 
members already do on a daily basis -- bring safe, 
sufficient drinking water to their own communities. 

Water For People is an international nonprofit devel-
opment organization committed to the long-term im-
pact of increased access to safe drinking water and 
improved sanitation and health.  

AWWA is the authoritative resource for knowledge, 
information, and advocacy to improve the quality and 
supply of drinking water in North America and be-
yond. AWWA is the largest organization of water pro-
fessionals in the world. AWWA advances public 
health, safety and welfare by uniting the efforts of the 
full spectrum of the drinking water community. 
Through our collective strength we become better 
stewards of water for the greatest good of the people 
and the environment. 

Founded in 1881, AWWA is the largest organization 
of water supply professionals in the world. Its more 
than 57,000 members represent the full spectrum of 
the drinking water community: treatment plant opera-
tors and managers, scientists, environmentalists, 
manufacturers, academicians, regulators, and others 
who hold genuine interest in water supply and public 
health. Membership includes more than 4,700 utili-
ties that supply water to roughly 180 million people in 
North America. 

ABOUT SE CHAPTER 

If you're a member of the Southeast Texas Chapter 
of the Texas Section American Water Works Asso-
ciation, this is a great opportunity to meet and build 
relationships with your peers in the water community.  
If you're not a member, this is your opportunity to at-
tend with other water professionals, share ideas and 
information, and see what AWWA has to offer.   
Luncheon or dinner meetings are held on a bi-
monthly basis and are open to both AWWA members 
and non-members.  It is a 501 (c) (3) exempt scien-
tific/education organization. 

Chapters of the Texas Section AWWA provide train-
ing and other opportunities to share information and 
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